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side, we find Classicism hardening itself into mere
disciplined imitation of the perfect achievement of the
past. But into the efforts of both comes a new
disrupting element that plays havoc with them—or,
may we say, provides a conciliatory basis for both ?—
the clamorous demands of the Time-spirit,, of Life, as
the supreme reality to all mortals. Time invades the
timelessness of the classic ideal; and Time destroys
the timeless eternity of the Romantic dream. Poetry
was invaded and permeated by this Time-spirit in the
nineteenth century, as it never had been before;
and History, that surest ally of the Time-spirit—
History, which the classicist would fain eliminate, and
which the romanticist endeavoured to harness to his
service—becomes the dominant factor in the aesthetic
mentality of the new time; and again, a reconciling
factor. Thus the post-Romantic generation of poets
is a conciliatory generation: Hebbel, if not the
greatest, the deepest and perhaps the most clear-seeing
of them all, is not classic and not romantic ; for him
the old antithesis has ceased to have any meaning.
And as the nineteenth century progressed, new
problems forced themselves to the front, which cut
across the old demarcation. The realism of forty
years ago was a very different thing from that realism
which formed a corner-stone of the old classic struc-
ture, and a fundamental tenet of its faith. In fact,
this new realism was, in its inception, really a Romantic
idea: Gustave Flaubert, as we now recognize, was
a great Romanticist; and idealism, once the watch-
word of Romanticism, becomes the watch-word of its
antithesis, Classicism. Here more than a reconcilia-
tion has been effected ; there is a complete turn-about-
face. The champions of the old Classicism and
Romanticism, moreover, suddenly find themselves in
the same camp, united in the endeavour to stem the
encroachments of a vapid, poetry-less age, to keep
poetry from being enslaved in the service of a mechani-
cal, scientific conception of the world ; in fighting

